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Jesse Canney

Sometimes, all the person needs to live out their dreams is a chance. That's certainly true for
Fredericton's Athlete of the Year.

Jesse Canney was born with autism and his mother Pamela Moxon says as a toddler, he
struggled to keep his energy in check and even ran away several times.

But once he hit the water, joining the Fredericton Aquanauts swim team, there was no
looking back.

When he was 15, Jesse started training nearly every day until his swimming talent rose to
the surface.

All of his hard work culminated at 2019 Special Olympics in Abu Dhabi. Jesse not only did
Fredericton and New Brunswick proud, but he won three gold medals and a silver for Canada.

Jesse won gold in the in the 800-metre freestyle, the 1,500-metres and one in the 4x100
medley relay. He added a silver in the 400-metre freestyle event.

And just this summer, Canney added to his impressive resume at the Canada Games in
Niagara. He racked up one gold, two silvers and three bronze in Para swimming to become
New Brunswick’s most decorated Canada Games athlete of all time. He also won three
medals at the 2017 games to give him an overall total of nine.

This young man who grew up struggling to be around crowds is now a World Special
Olympic champion, and nine time Canada games medallist, who has made his hometown
proud.

Sometimes, all the person needs to live out their dreams is a chance. That's certainly true for
Fredericton's Athlete of the Year.
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